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person from one place. If that person and that place are clean and
pure, then all the activities will also be clean and pure; if they
are both tainted, then all the activities will also be tainted, I
am amused at such distinction of our various activities, because
my experience has been different. I have never made such dis-
tinctions. The seemingly different activities are complemen-
tary and produce the sweet harmony of life. Politics separated from
religion stinks, religion detached from politics is meaningless.
Politics means any activity for the welfare of the people. How
can anyone who seeks God remain indifferent to this benevolent
activity? And since according to me God and Truth are one, I
will always cherish the wish to see the rule of truth prevail even
in the domain of politics.

To try to explain Jesus' teachings to the followers of Jesus
is like carrying the Ganga water to Varanasi. But although I am
myself not a Christian, as an humble student of the Bible, who
approaches it with faith and reverence, I wish respectfully to
place before you the essence of the Sermon on the Mount. If,
while doing so, I do not place before you frankly my in-
most thoughts, I would be unfit to address you as brothers and
sisters. I remember the speech I delivered in 1916 before a con-
ference of missionaries in Madras.1 I had observed at that time
that the missionaries were making a grave error in counting
the numbers of their followers. I have absolutely no faith in the
proselytizing activity that is being carried on today. It may
have benefited some persons, but the benefit is of little account when
compared with the harm which has followed. Religious contro-
versy serves no purpose. God wants us to profess what we sin-
cerely believe. There are thousands of men and women today
who, though they may not have heard about the Bible or Jesus
have more faith and are more godfearing than Christians who
know the Bible and who talk of its Ten Commandments. Reli-
gion is no matter for words, it is the path of the brave. And
my humble intelligence refuses to believe that a man becomes
good when he renounces one religion and embraces another. I
can cite numerous instances of Indians and Zulus who have
become Christians but who know nothing of Jesus' way of love
or sacrifice or his message.

In this connection, I recall the talk I had with a missionary
named Mr. Murray in Johannesburg. A friend had introduced
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